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New
volleyball
coach is
'perfect fit'
BY TOM CLEARY

Peter Caty/I He Mirror

Sexual orientation limits donors: The American Red Cross sponsored a blood drive at Fairfield on March 11 and 12 in the BCC. Despite
the need for blood donations, willing donors may be denied based sexual history and orientation, according to FDA regulations.
BY JACK MCNAMARA

In spite of the current blood
shortage nationwide, it's easy
to be turned down when trying
to donate blood. For example,
donors with a tattoo or an infection must wait before becoming
eligible to give.
But, under the 25-year-old
rules set by the Food and Drug
Administration [FDA], gay male
volunteers are banned for life
from giving blood.
This directive has been a
point of contention at Fairfield
University, as it was enforced
during the American Red Cross-

sponsored blood drive that took
place in the Barone Campus
Center Oak Room on March 11
and 12.
In place since 1983, this
policy regarding what is referred
to as "high-risk behavior" has
come under fire several times before, but the FDA has repeatedly
stated that its primary responsibility is to ensure the safety of
the blood supply.
The regulation, which can
be found on the FDA's Web site,
www.fda.gov/cber/faq/msmdonor.htm, reads quite clearly:
"Men who have had sex with
other men, at any time since
1977 (the beginning of the AIDS

epidemic in the United States)
are currently deferred as blood
donors. This is because MSM
[men who have sex with men]
are, as a group, at increased risk
for HIV, hepatitis B and certain
other infections that can be transmitted by transfusion."
According to the site, this
is a policy subject to change
pending the arrival of sufficient
scientific data.
Glenn Sauer, the chair of the
biology department, stated that
the blood supply policy needs
to be positioned on the side of
caution.
"While I can't say that I
know all the reasons for deter-

mining what a high-risk group is,
I can say that groups that are considered to be high-risk do need to
be excluded," said Sauer.
But such opinions do not sit
well with the current president of
Fairfield GLBT Alliance, Frank
Fraioli '08.
"I believe [this policy] is
misinformed and bigoted," said
Fraioli. "Given that, I believe
that donating blood is important
because it does save the lives of
so many people... I would say that
efforts should be taken to change
the ban so that gay men can give
blood."
SEE

"FDA"

ON P.
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Flu season still in session
BY RACHEL BREAN

Don't be fooled by the rising temperatures and spring-like weather. College students are still susceptible to the flu virus, and
U.S. health officials say it's partly because
the vaccine doesn't protect against most of
this year's spreading flu bugs.
Fairfield's Heath Center has reported
75 cases of students with the flu or flu-like
symptoms this academic year, which is actually down from last year.

'Spring Break came at a perfect time,
because right before
Spring Break, we were
seeing a lot of the flu,"
said Gary Nelson, director of Health Services at Fairfield.
Flu seasons are
always unpredictable,
and this year has been
one of the worst.
NELSON
According to the

ENTERTAINMENT:
Can video games save the
music industry?
>■••■■■*«■•••

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention [CDC], the timing of the flu season
and its severity depend on many factors,
including what influenza viruses are circulating and how well viruses in the vaccine
match the ones circulating.
Each year, the CDC makes their best
educated guess on which influenza strains
will be active in the coming year.
"This year's flu shot is less effective
SEE "LESS" ON P.

Inside
this week's edition

When Jeff Werneke took the Rutgers head volleyball coach position, he
left behind a program that is among the
best in the MAAC. His former position
was filled on Monday, by Pittsburgh
assistant coach Alija Pittenger.
Pittenger, who graduated from the
University of Michigan in 2001, had
spent the past five years at Pittsburgh
University, serving as the lead assistant
coach under Chris Beerman.
"I knew Fairfield had a successful program and, as soon as I heard
about the opening, I pursued it," said
Pittenger.
"They won the conference in the
regular season and have a lot of talent,
and I want to keep that going."
Pittenger
was hired after
a month-and-ahalf long search
for a coach,
led by Ath'etic
Director Gene
Doris.
"We are
excited to welPlTTENGER
come Alija to
the Fairfield
University community as our volleyball coach," said Doris.
"She brings with her a wealth
of experience at the highest levels of
NCAA competition. Combined with
her enthusiasm for the sport, she's the
perfect fit to continue the Fairfield volleyball tradition."
While a player at Michigan, Pittenger, an outside hitter and setter, led
her team to three NCAA tournaments
in 1997, 1999 and 2000. In 2000,
Fairfield played Pittenger's Michigan
squad and were swept.
The Wolverines also reached the
top 25 for the first time in school history in 2000. When she left Michigan,
she was the team leader in digs and
second in kills.
Following her playing career,
Pittenger became an underclassman
assistant at Michigan and then moved
on to Southern Indiana. She spent one
season at Southern Indiana, helping to
lead them to a conference championship, a berth in the NCAA Division
II tournament and a first round victory. After that season she went on to
Pittsburgh.
"I got a lot [out] of playing volleyball — competitiveness and con-
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Quad-wide drive shows Fairfield 'We Care1
BY SARA QUIGLEY

Derek Morin '09, an RA in Jogues, attended the event and said he was inspired to
help with a future drive.
"It's more important to support our troops
than protest them," he said.
"Troops are the American public. They're

Music and the smell of freshly baked
cookies welcomed students to the kitchen
of Regis Hall Friday afternoon, where rows
of deodorant, shampoo and toothpaste were
linined up.
Gabriel Rojas
'09, an RA in Regis, organized the
quad-wide drive
as an RA program
for March in which
he and residents
collected items for
care packages that
will be sent to soldiers in Iraq and
Afghanistan.
"No matter
how much was
donated, and no
matter how much
is donated through
various programs
nationally, it will
never be enough to
thank those overseas fully," said
Rojas.
"A Project from the Heart": Regis RA Gabriel Rojas '09 ran a quad-wide
A variety of collected donations to send as care packages to the troops in Iraq.
items were donated, ranging from essentials such as toilet paper, just as much people as anyone else, if not more
toothbrushes, razors and soap to granola bars, so," he said.
playing cards, lollipops and Doritos. Rojas
Rojas spent the week before Spring Break
noted the generosity of students who were not going door to door throughout the quad's resibringing merely Stop & Shop-brand items, but dence halls distributing information about the
quality items such as Axe body sprays.
drive. He also sent informative e-mails out to
The donated items will make between 15 students, and offered coffee and information at
and 20 packages, Rojas estimated.
the main entrance of each building throughout
In exchange for their donations, Rojas of- the past week.
Although Rojas has organized drives in
fered warm chocolate chip cookies and glasses
the past, dating back to high school, he has
of milk to students.
"I am happy that people donated, happy been inspired by a Connecticut-based group
that people wanted to donate the seemingly called A Project From the Heart. This group's
simple items one assumes the troops are given motto is, "Regardless of our opinion of the war,
an unlimited supply of, but actually are not," we need to let our soldiers know we care."
he said.
The group is comprised of retired police
"It's a good cause," said Frank Barbalaco wives who pack items into care packages for
' 11, a resident of Rojas' floor in Regis. "There's soldiers every Thursday morning, using their
always extra stuff lying around. Why not give own funds to cover the price of postage and
it to someone who needs it?
it?"
shipping.

"We collected a lot of items," Rojas said,
"but what I hope that people take out of it is the
work of the women from A Project From the
Heart, who just a few weeks ago spent $218
in one week."
The money, which comes from both
the women's own
pockets and from
what is donated,
is used to cover
postage costs for
the packages.
Members of
the group were
present during
Friday's drive,
meeting students
and sharing stories
and letters from
soldiers.
Many letters
can be found on
the organization's
Web site, projectfromtheheart.cfsites.org, in which
recipients of their
"We Care" packages
send their
Peter Caty/The Mirror
thanks
and share
project last Friday. He
their personal stories about both
their families back home and their time
overseas.
. •
"I cannot thank you enough for the care
package," wrote a single mother serving time in
Iraq. "It had been a long week and I desperately
needed to feel needed."
As a junior, Rojas has two semesters
left and plans to organize two more campuswide, rather than quad-wide, events similar to
Friday's — whether he becomes an RA again
or not.
His goal is to improve upon this drive either by increasing the amount of items donated
or raising awareness of the issue.
"I have a deep appreciation of the efforts,"
said Rojas.
"Even if Fairfield sent the very good amount
of supplies collected on Friday every single day to
those in Iraq and Afghanistan, it would not come
close to what they really deserve."

New site may give Facebook a run for its money
BY JP PORRETTA

The

NEWS

to get started and take advantage of all of the
site's features.
The major difference with Yuwie: It pays

at least in addition to, other social networking sites.
Not only can users make money off the
Many college students can agree that
number of views on their profile,
the all-too-popular Facebook
they can also make money for reoften takes precedence over muchcruiting friends to join the networkneeded study time.
ing Web site.
It would be too hard to count
Many people are skeptical
the number of hours a week wasted
about
this too-good-to-be-true Web
scrolling through newly updated
site, though and several publications,
photo albums, finding out how the
ex-boyfriends and girlfriends are
such as the notable theyuwiescam.
com, bash the site.
doing with their new significant
Peers may be willing to join
others, and of course, checking
Yuwie's network because it is free
profile walls for any new posts.
of charge to sign up.
Wouldn't it be nice if students
"Hot women are going to be
were paid for this time spent stalkraking in money," said Will Dunn '09.
ing classmates? Although this may
"Funny thing is, it's the truth. Half the
seem like a ridiculous fantasy, new
time men are on Facebook, they're
social networking site Yuwie.com
creeping out their favorite lady friends,
makes it a reality.
checking to see if they were tagged in
Similar to Facebook and Myspace, Yuwie is a social networking
any weekend albums."
enterprise, that allows users to
Individuals with popular pages
make their own personal profile,
will not only enjoy the equivalent
upload pictures and videos, and
of Yuwie friend-requests, but larger
Yuwie.com
interact with other Yuwie users.
bank accounts, according to Yuwie.
Get paid for stalking: New social networking Web site yuwie.com
Initially launched in July of
Yet, some students are hesitant
pays members every time their profile is viewed.
last year, Yuwie features customto join because as it is relatively
ized profiles, blogs, photo albums, message users every time their profile is visited.
unknown among loyal Facebook users.
"I think we've become so obsessed
boards, clubs and e-mail, all things that are
Providing a monetary incentive to students
very similar to Facebook.
for searching the site and receiving views on with Facebook that it might be impossible
Yuwie.com features a step-by-step walk- their own profile is thought to be an attribute for something else to take over," said Ashthrough, making it user-friendly for members that could attract students to Yuwie over, or .ley .Caiame.'09..

Mirror

[IN THE KNOW
News briefs
SY KERI HARRISON

FAIRFIELD
: Fifty-three students elected into
:
prestigious honor society
:
Fairfield recently announced this:
year's Phi Beta Kappa inductees, the;
jiation's oldest and most prestigious:
academic honor society. The students;
:— nine juniors
and 44 seniors —
must rank in the
top 10 percent of
their class, have a
major within the
liberal arts and sciences, and prove to
pe leaders in their
fields in order to
pe considered for Contributed Photo
membership.
:
According to a University press;
release, the students were chosen;
from 500 nominations of 170 stu
ilents, recommended by 110 faculty;
members. The induction ceremony;
will take place on April 15.

POLITICS
:
Paterson sworn in as
:
NY governor
:
Lt. Gov. David Paterson was:
sworn in Monday as the new gov
prnor of New York. He assumed the;
position after Eliot Spitzer stepped:
ilown last week after being caught in;
a prostitution scandal. The 55th gov
prnor of New York, Paterson became;
the state's first black and first legally:
plind governor.
:
In his 30-minute inaugural;
speech, Paterson said, "What we are;
going to do from now on is what we;
always should have done: We are;
going to work together.
:
"With conviction in our brains;
and compassion in our hearts and the;
3ove for New York on our sleeves, we;
will dedicate ourselves to principle but
always maintain the ability to listen."

NATIONAL
Tornadoes hit Atlanta
The commercial center of down
town Atlanta, home to many city;
landmarks, was ravaged by tornadoes
pver the weekend.
:
Capt. Bill May of the Atlanta Fire;
jRescue Department told the New Yorlc
primes that 27 people were injured and:

Contributed Photo

taken to hospitals, though no fatalities;
were known. High-rise buildings and:
Joft complexes, along with the CNN;
Center, the Georgia Dome and the:
convention center, were said to be:
ilamaged by the twisters.
;
Several events throughout the:
city were disrupted on Saturday;
because of the tornadoes — the St
Patrick's Day Parade was cancelled:
and the college basketball playoffs;
tieeded to be moved to a smaller:
stadium.
:
Northwest Georgia was was hit:
hard on Saturday by tornadoes; two:
people were killed.
.'IM'f'^'f**"'"!""".
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Smoking still prominent on campuses nationwide
BY DANNY DEZA

(U-WIRE)

Despite a decline in the past
several years in the number of high
school aged smokers nationwide,
college students continue to smoke
cigarettes and other tobacco products at roughly the same rate, as
before a recent study suggests.
According to that study, performed by the federal government's
2005 National Survey on Drug Use
and Health, the most readily available data, 31 percent of full-time
college students smoke, compared
to 25 percent of the overall population, leaving young adults between
the ages of 18 and 25 at the highest
rate of tobacco users.
Peer pressure, social gatherings
and new environments can influence
college newcomers to experiment
with new things, said counselor for
alcohol and other drug substances
Felix Fernandez Pizzi.
"One factor is that there are
less restrictions in college than
in high school, which can defi-

nitely affect the behavior on the
individual," Pizzi said. "Also, the
added factor of increased stress
in a college environment can lead
students to pick up new habits that
they might not have had before in
high school."
Pizzi said because cigarettes
have nicotine, which is a stimulant,
and act as a "pick me up," they release chemicals, called neurotransmitters, into the brain, leading to
short-term physical satisfaction,
possibly relieving stress.
Ryan Secrist, a middler communication studies major, has been
a smoker for the past two years and
admits to starting his freshman year.
He agreed with Pizzi and said the
transition from high school to college was the source of the trend.
"A lot of my friends started
smoking their freshman year, but
as time goes on and we get older
I have noticed more and more of
my friends are quitting," he said.
"It starts out one a day on a regular
basis, but then it slowly becomes

three or four cigarettes a day. It can
creep upon you."
Within the past five years an
alternative has entered the collegiate world: smoking tobacco out
of hookahs, which have been on
the rise and has become a popular
demand among college students,
as suggested by Smokeshop Magazine. In 2005 they reported that 200
to 300 hookah bars have opened
since 2000 nationwide, many near
college campuses.
Despite having one of his own,
Secrist said he agrees that smoking
tobacco out of a hookah has become
a new trend among college students
who feel it is more socially accepted
than cigarettes.
"I think students feel it has
become the new cool thing to do,"
he said. "Many people think it is
less dangerous and not as harmful
to your body but in reality it is still
pretty bad."
According to a 2008 report
released by the American Lung Association, hookah smoke contains

similar hazardous components
found in cigarette smoke, which
have been linked to heart disease,
cancer and addiction.
As high school student smokers are on the decline, some college
campuses have been adopting the
smoke free alternative. The American
Nonsmokers' Rights Foundation reports that as of 2007 nearly 60 college
campuses around the United States
have smoke-free policies that affect
their entire campus.
James O'Brien, the Resident
Student Association's Student
Center Governing Board Representative, said Northeastern would
have a hard time implementing this
restriction due to living in such a
big city and students' dependency
on cigarettes as a stress reliever.
"I think banning smoking on
college campuses will create an addiction to something else and that is
not a good idea," O'Brien said.
However, Pizzi said he thinks it
is a policy that could change future
generations.

Study finds Mac users to be more liberal than PC owners
BY STEPHANIE MUSAT

(U-WIRE)

In 1997, Macintosh users were encouraged
to "think different," in television advertisements.
But in 2008 they don't just think differently, but
potentially believe they are better than PC users.
In an online survey of 7,500 computer users
conducted by Mindset Media, those with Apple
computers believed they are more open-minded,
precise and socially and politically liberal than the
general population.
The study found that "these purchasers are
less modest and more assured of their own superiority than the population at large."
Mindset Media, the company responsible
for the survey, is an online advertising Web site
that designs personalized Web sites and develops
multimedia presentations.
The survey consisted of a series of questions
both Mac and PC users answered. The results were
compared and revealed that Mac users see themselves with a small superiority complex — more
so than PC users.
Sara Welch, co-founder and chief operating
officer of Mindset Media, said she wasn't too
surprised with the results.
"If you look at the Mac brand and the brand
zealots who you know, those people are more
likely to be open-minded, liberal and superior," she
said. "It makes intuitive sense, but now we have
actual numbers to back up a gut feeling."
The study used a rating system in which each

person was placed in one of five categories based
on their responses to the survey questions. Sixty
percent of people who fell within the "Openness

Photo Illustration by Katie McCarthy

Fruity: New study shows correlation between
computers used and political ideologies. Mac
users tend to be more liberal than PC users.
5s" — a category defined as those who seek new
and exciting experiences, believing imagination
and intellectual curiosity contribute to a life welllived — were more likely to purchase a Mac
instead of a PC computer.
Openness 5s are receptive to their own inner
feelings and may feel both happiness and unhappiness more intensely than others.
"Mac owners are in the minority, so they are
loyal to themselves and their brands," said Paul
Gandel, the chief information officer at Syracuse

INTERESTED IN WORKING WITH

By the
numbers
BY JACK MCNAMARA

60,000
Monetary amount, in UK
pounds, that a first-edition
copy of JRR Tolkien's "Thi
Hobbit" went for at auction
i

121,117.29
That same figure, in U.S.
dollars

236
The number of millions of
dollars JP Morgan spent to
purchase Bear Stearns

117.224
That same figure, in UK
pounds

92

University. Approximately 25 percent of the SU
campus owns a Mac computer, and he said their
minority status leads them to band together.
Welch said Apple has done a good job of
giving their products personality.
"Apple stands for something and has had a
clear philosophy and approach to computing since
inception," she said. "That resonates with the psychograph: being very open and very liberal."
Apple continues to build its brand, reinforcing
its image with its supporters, she said. The logo is
a big part of the success because the association
between the apple and quality leads to increased
sales.
"Success breeds success," Welch said. "The
more they hard wire things into your product and
continue their approach to computing, the more
appealing it is with those kinds of people."
The study also found that part of the reason
for Mac users' attitudes could be because they
want everything to match, leading them to buy
the computer with the matching mouse and carrier
case — all featuring the Apple logo.
Apple people, Welch said, "are not terribly
modest" and do not hesitate to talk about their
accomplishments openly.
Their personalities show similar qualities to
consumers of high-end goods: perfectionism correlates to a use of department store beauty products
and open-mindedness with organics, she said.
"I would definitely say there's a correlation between personality and consumption,"
Welch said.

XX X LX X£ML VAV

20, 2008 $

Percent that Bear Stearns
stock decreased by in the past
week, prior to the purchase

60
Number of days left until
on-campus student
residence halls close

27
Number of people injured
by the tornado damage in
Atlanta

Number of days off for
Easter Break

1.5
Weeks since the last break in
classes at Fairfield
University

0
Number of undergraduates
complaining
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a hair salon *
Special student pricing with Krystin or Kristal:

College Nannies and Tutors provides the perfect opportunity
to earn money while making a difference in a child's life*

• 25% off color and highlights
Women's cuts - $40
$15 Haircuts for Men on Mon. Tues. & Wed.

• Part time / Full time Schedules
• Great Pay
■ New Positions Added Daily
• Immediate Part Time Openings Available
Apply online today at
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or call 203-373-0498
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Campus crime beat:
Parties busted, driver found with pot
BY KERI HARRISON

Wednesday, March 12
1:30 a.m. A townhouse area coordinator was called to a townhouse party.
Ten people were present. There
were five empty cases of beer,
as well as two 1.75 liter bottles
of vodka and whiskey. The
students were written up and
referred to Judicial.
Friday, March 14
2:30 a.m. Public Safety
received a call from the townhouses complaining of loud
noise. A party was broken up.
One non-student got in officer's
face and another non-student
jumped out of a second floor window
and ran. They were both referred to
judicial.
8:30 p.m. An officer caught a freshman transferring alcohol from the trunk
of a car into a duffel bag. The student was

caught with four 30-packs of beer and
two bottles of hard liquor. The student
was written up and referred to Judicial.
9:00 p.m. Suspicious people were
reported at the townhouses. One was
a student who
is restricted
from being on
campus housing
grounds. He was
written up.
11:45 p.m.
A freshman was
caught walking
near the townhouses with an
open cup of alcohol. The student told Public
Safety what townhouse she got it from.
Public Safety then found a party
with 70 people who were celebrating
a student's 21st birthday. Among the
alcohol discovered was a garbage can
of jungle juice.

Saturday, March 15
2:30 a.m. A former employee of the
grounds crew was found wandering near
Fairfield Prep for a second time. He was
issued a criminal trespass warning and
his staff card was taken away.
Sunday, March 16
11:30 p.m. Two male freshmen
were seen walking, with one holding up
the other. One of the students was taken
to the hospital due to consuming too
much alcohol.

(U-WIRE)

Ashley Steele, a freshman at Iowa
State University, said her drinking habits can disguise her eating disorder.
"I've always had a problem with
anorexia, but I like to drink," she said.
"I figure most people will see me drinking and not realize that I have a problem
with my eating."
Steele is affected by "Drunkorexia," a variation of anorexia and bulimia which mixes starvation or binging
and purging with alcohol abuse, and
can be more devastating than eating
disorders or alcoholism on their own,
said University of Florida College of
Medicine addiction medicine chief
and psychiatry department chairman
Mark Gold.
Gold said drinking on an empty
stomach allows alcohol to affect the
brain faster and can cause people to
become addicted to alcohol.
"Drug abuse and alcohol compete
in the brain for the same reinforcement
sites as food," he said. "Drug reward is

greatest when the person is starving or
hungry and least when they are full."
Some students use alcohol as their
main source of calories as a way to deal
with psychological and social issues
and to "self-medicate" their problems,
said Kitty Westin, president of the Anna
Westin Foundation, a group that works
to prevent and treat eating disorders.
"Drinking relieves them from
their self-imposed restrictions, rules
and obsessive thinking about weight,"
said Susan Sorrentino, a Salem-based
psychologist specializing in eating
disorders. "They want to get so drunk
that they won't be able to think."
Southeastern Louisiana University
junior Brittany Wallace said she has
struggled with an eating disorder for
years and constricts her calorie intake
during the day because she wants to
drink without gaining weight.
"I want to have fun and go out,
but downing between 1,000 and 3,000
calories from alcohol on top of food is
ridiculously too much," she said.
A 2003 study showed that sub-
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Monday, March 17
12:45 a.m. A freshman, who has
been warned multiple times for having a
car on campus, was seen driving around.
He was arrested by the Fairfield Police
Department for possession of marijuana
and referred to Judicial.
11:45 p.m. A student fell out of
bed intoxicated and cut his head open.
He was then brought to the hospital by
an ambulance.

Eating disorders, alcoholism add up to new problem
BY RACHEL LEAMON

The

NEWS

stance abuse and eating disorders are
linked because people with eating
disorders are at risk to abuse other substances due to an addictive component
in their personalities. Both alcoholism
and eating disorders are chronic conditions with high relapse rates, according
to the 2003 report by the National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse
at Columbia University.
People with eating disorders are
up to five times more likely than those
without them to abuse alcohol and illicit
drugs, according to the report.
University of Florida psychiatry
assistant professor Lisa Merlo said
about 17 percent of women with eating disorders have a lifetime history of
substance abuse or dependence.
Helping Hands, a Boston University club focused on eating disorder
education, sold eating disorder awareness bracelets and organized a panel to
help raise funds for the National Eating
Disorders Association in February,
national eating disorders awareness
month.
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BE A MIRROR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE. The
Advertising Director of The Mirror is seeking
undergraduate students to grow and service the
Mirror's advertising clientele. Responsibilities
include site visits and phone correspondence
for ad sales. Work on your own schedule. Paid
position, commission of sales. Freshmen and
sophomores preferred. Contact Rob Fitzgerald,
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College papers thrive while professional papers lose readers
Its most recent findings revealed that
72 percent of college students read at least
one of the last five issues of their school's
newspaper and 51 percent had read three of

college's paper and feel a connection to it
because the content is relevant to their particular communities and interests.
The circulation and readership of daily
"Campus newspapers offer news that
newspapers has declined for deis unique, about stucades. As professionals ride the
dents, faculty, addownward spiral, however, college
ministrations, and,
newspapers continue to thrive.
for the most part,
Rick Wilber, an assistant
free," she said.
professor of mass communications
In its 2007 Reat the University of South Florida
port on the State of
MftROR
who has extensive background
the News Media, the
in newspaper writing and editProject for Exceling, said the great characteristic
lence in Journalism
that college newspapers share is
(PEJ) reported that
hyper-locality — the ability to
although approxireport on what matters to a narrow
mately 51 million
readership.
people still buy a
newspaper and 124
For a college newspaper, the
SjlKSvVtwIlork&m**
million still read one,
campus is like a town, and for
many, that paper may be the only
"print newspaper is
source of news they see on a reguunquestionably aillar basis, Wilber said.
ing."
In the Wall Street Journal
"Circulation is
article "Big Media on Campus,"
declining. Advertismum
reporter Emily Steel said that while
ing is flat," the report
stated.
professional newspapers have exm
perienced lagging circulation and
Wilber said that,
low readership among younger
although newspapers
75% of college students read one of the
Only 43% of students read
demographics, the success of colhave experienced "a
last five issues of their college paper
one national paper per
lege newspapers has been fixed in
slow but inexorable
Photo Illustration by Katie McCarthy
the market.
decline," they remain
"Hip, local, relevant and gen- The Mirror wins: Despite the steady decline in readership of professional
an important staple
newspapers, college newspapers are continuing to hold a strong reader base.
of American media.
erated by students themselves, col"It's not a univerlege newspapers have held steady
sal decline," he said, "but in general, there's
readership in recent years while newspapers the last five issues.
Conversely, only 43 percent of students been a steady decrease in circulation."
in general have seen theirs shrink," Steel
reported reading at least one national newsHe said that while he thinks newspawrote.
Marketing research company Student paper a week, with the New York Times and pers will always play an important role in
Monitor biannually surveys 1,200 full-time USA Today leading the list with 18 and 17 the media, many have been forced to adjust
their operations to attract more readers by
students from four-year institutions nation- percent, respectively.
wide to gather data on the college market.
Steel said most students still read their appealing to more specific audiences and
BY RENEE SESSIONS

(U-WIRE)

Readership of college newspapers consistent
while national newspaper readership drops

increasing multimedia capabilities.
"It used to be that the first thing everyone did in the morning was read the paper,"
Wilber said. "Now, the audience becomes
narrower, more specific, (and) newspapers
are trying to become those other sources,
which means online."
Indeed, the PEJ report stated that "newspapers are focusing more on improving their
journalism online, but it is not clear if the
Web will ever make enough money to support journalism as we know it in print."
It's here that college newspapers especially trump national trends and take
advantage of online media: More advertisers are drawn to them while conventional
newspaper advertising flags.
With their increasingly sophisticated
Web editions and steady readership, college
newspapers have "advertisers unreservedly
lust(ing) after" students, said Newsweek reporter Nick Summers in the article "College
Papers Grow Up."
"The college demographic is as sweet
as it gets: by definition young and educated,
they're savvy, brand-conscious and wield ...
discretionary spending power," wrote Summers. "While professional papers are losing
readers, an estimated 95 percent of college
students still read the campus paper."
In the summer of 2006, MTV Networks
— owned by major media conglomerate
Viacom Inc. — bought Y2M: Youth Media
& Marketing Networks, the largest host of
college newspaper websites.
"There is no more relevant media brand
on campus than the local student newspaper," Stephen Friedman, general manager
ofmtvU, told Steel.
For the full story,
see www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Former Pittsburgh assistant to lead women's volleyball

FDA
restrictions
opposed by
Red Cross

that won the MAAC Regular
Season title and went to the
MAAC Championship game
fidence," said Pittenger. "I benfor four straight seasons, but
efited so much and wanted to
never advanced into the NCAA
continue to give that to others."
Tournament.
While at Pittsburgh, PitThe Stags will lose a core
tenger filled many roles for
group of seniors who all rank
Beerman and helped them to
among the best in school history,
a Big East title and back-toCONTINUED FROM P. 1
but will return a solid team.
back NCAA tournament appearKarlie Urbaniak and Brandi
ances.
One of the policy's most wellHiga will make up the senior
"She is a tremendous coach,"
class, while Katie Mann '10 and known enforcers, the American Red
said Beerman. "She is professional,
Barbie Thistle '10 lead a strong Cross, also happens to be one of its
intelligent and real as a person.
group of underclassmen.
opponents. The Red Cross has, in the
"It was a great hire, I know
past, recommended that donation criteria for homosexual men be changed
to match other groups.
On its own Web site, the Red
Cross comes out in opposition to the
protection for the unvaccinated ban and states that "HIV can infect
CONTINUED FROM P. 1
individuals and the population anyone who has sexual or blood-toblood contact with an HIV-positive
as a whole.
because a major strain didn't get into
Last year, the Health Center person," and that "risk relates to what
the shot," said Nelson.
saw cases of the flu up until people do, not who they are."
In February, the CDC said the vacDonna Morrissey, the director
cine protected against roughly half the
May.
"The flu is always worse in of public relations for the Red Cross'
circulating strains. In past years, the
a communal setting, and obvi- Connecticut Blood Region, commentvaccine has fended off 70 to 90 percent
ously college is a communal ed on the matter to The Mirror.
of flu bugs.
setting," said Nelson.
"We are obligated to follow all
The Health Center distributed over
The Student Health Center FDA regulations and our top priority
700 flu shots this year.
provides an in-house, 10-minute is the safety of the donor, but there is
Nelson attributes this year's deflu test that consists of a nasal still a role for [gay men] with the Red
cline in flu cases and flu-like sympswab.
Cross. They can volunteer to help ortoms to both the increase in students
If
the
flu
is
caught
within
ganize and run a blood drive."
who received flu shots as well as the
Photo Illustration by Katie McCarthy
FUSA President Hutch Williams
the 48 hours, doctors are able to
increased use of instant hand sanitizers Flu frenzy: Even students who were administered a flu vacprescribe a prescription for the '08 had said that he was "shocked"
such as Purell.
cination may be susceptible to several strains of the virus.
"Hand washing is the number one
anti-flu drug Tamiflu. This does upon learning of the FDA's stance.
infection-control method for everything," always strives to achieve herd immunity. not make the flu go away completely, but it
"The idea that, for a group of
said Nelson.
This refers to that when a portion of a popu- helps in lessoning symptoms and shortening people, it's everyone or no one is disturbing," said Williams.
Nelson explained that the Health Center lation is vaccinated, there results in better its course.
CONTINUED FROM P. 1

it can be a challenge looking for
new coaches."
"I already miss having her
here. She was in charge of traveling and recruiting, is very organized, good in the office and the
gym," he added.
Pittenger said that she
learned a lot during her time at
Pittsburgh, improving her coaching and gaining the necessary
experience to move on to the
Fairfield job.
"I did a little bit of everything [at Pittsburgh]," said Pit-

tenger. "I learned [from Beerman
that] a competitive attitude to be
the best in everything."
As of now, Pittenger is still
getting acclimated to Fairfield,
but she said that she will continue
to do some things the same way
as Werneke, but she will do other
things differently.
"I'm getting to know the
players and seeing what we have
to do to improve," said Pittenger.
"Right now I'm just learning
about the team."
Pittenger inherits a team

Less cases of flu despite less vaccine protection
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Equality of complaints?

Actions not orientation
The American Red Cross is an invaluable organization
that people throughout the world rely upon for survival.
Millions of people donate their blood to aid others. Yet, the
need for blood is always at a premium and additional selfless individuals are always in high demand.
After the recent blood drive held on the Fairfield campus, students were told that a recent tattoo, poor physical
health due to sickness and a visit to a third-world country are not the only factors that limit a person's ability to
donate blood; sexual orientation is also cause of exclusion.
This denies an entire group of individuals: Gay men.
The term 'high risk behavior' is rather vague and
^ft'Pd-iA,
should not be automatically linked to gays. What is to preCartoon by Andoni Flores
vent a heterosexual individual from lying about his or her
possible drug use, sexual history or other "risky" behavior? In reference to the Connecticut Post article "Animals upset Fairfield Beach neighbors," about which Andrew Chapin
It is the actions that must be individually evaluated, not the comments on in the article below.
general lifestyle. Obviously individuals with HIV/AIDs or
other harmful diseases transferable through blood should
be barred from donating, and all blood should be tested no
matter what. However, it is disgraceful, and even shameful,
she said. "I would hope that, instead of trying to make
that the regulations automatically excludes an entire demoCHATTIN' WITH CHAPIN
it look like the students are responsible for the dogs
graphic of people, even if they are free of STDs, especially
ANDREW CHAPIN
and horses at the beach in order to have something to
when donors are in such demand.
complain about, the residents of Fairfield would see
Those who show up to donate blood should never be
the improvements that our class has made."
Fellow beach resident Matthew Gudonis '08 took
turned away for such a discriminatory reason. Those who
particular
insult to the biased tone of the article.
volunteer to donate blood are among the most responsible
"These people act as if the University is someIt is lucidly clear that Fairfield University is more
of individuals.
faux than the smiles you get walking by Facebook how infringing upon the town, as if the students are

Keep the change, you filthy animal

Biased blunder
The recent Connecticut Post article on disgruntled
beach residents inaccurately portrayed University students
living at the beach. The article, entitled "Animals upset
Fairfield Beach residents," seemingly intended to illustrate
the problems of animal defecation in the area. However, the
article goes unnecessarily beyond this, ultimately voicing
complaints about Fairfield students' behavior.
Not only does the article's title communicate a comparison of students to animals, specifically to horses and dogs
that defecate on beach property, but this is a gross example
of a journalistic error — one that misleads the reader with
unrelated content. This forced and unnecessary juxtaposition
communicates a biased perspective that is unsubstantiated by
statistics and police reports. As student journalists we hold
ourselves and the Post to the highest standards; this is simply
not acceptable. Equally unacceptable is the University turning
a blind eye to such an insult of its own students.
Yes, there have been notable incidents in the past
involving students at the beach, but we expect that the Post
reports on the current and relevant happenings.

THE FAIRFIELD MIRROR
The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu
or submitted through our Web site: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once received, all letters become property of The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep lettets to under 350 words.
Include a daytime phone number at which the author can be reached.

The Mirror is in room 104 of Barone Campus Center

friends. However, what do you do when you are solely
a product of this glamorized unreality? You realize
the county you're in.
Maybe that would explain the Connecticut Post's
tasteless, poorly written article from Feb. 24, "Animals upset Fairfield Beach neighbors." The article and
the title indirectly
draw a comparison
between untamed
animals and the
Fairfield students
who have resided at
the beach since the
early '60s.
The article's
second paragraph
alludes to the rowdy Fairfield beach
parties of the '90s,
before stating that
the beach residents
met to discuss the
excrements of dogs
and horses on the beach.
Everyone knows Fairfield County is about as
interesting as FUSA programming, but I would
hope the Post isn't so desperate they have to turn a
100-word blurb into a 1,100-word feature on student
beach residents.
As I looked into the mass of similar Fairfield
faces and common high school cliques at the Point
last Saturday, it was difficult not to return those
Fairfield smiles with a genuine appreciation for the
camaraderie of the students. It also made me realize
just how out of touch this town's money has made
them, and how self-serving the bureaucracy of our
University is.
Student Beach Resident Association President
Erin Hickey '08 saw the article and felt that it was
petty; she instead chose to commend the seniors for
their behavior this year.
"We have had a great year with fewer complaints,
arrests and disruptions to the Fairfield community,"

some type of barbarian horde knocking on the gates
of Rome," he said. "On the contrary, the majority of
these people moved into this community with the
knowledge that it is home to a university, yet they
are somehow baffled that students behave, well, like
students."
The students
have to stick together because
it's too late to
transfer. Enjoy| ing cheap beer
and plastic bottle
cocktails on a
shabby beach
might not be a
classroom lesson,
but it offers some
insight into a
community more
recognizable than
any of which the
irror
Lampe
University tries
to portray on campus simply because it is real.
Meanwhile, Duane Melzer, coordinator for
off-campus students, felt that the article was fair in
presenting a then-and-now look at the beach area.
However, he did admit that the title had been
changed from what he had originally seen.
"It's unfortunate when one of the original titles
had 'animal' in the name," he said. "There will always
be students at the beach, barring some donation of tens
of millions of dollars and some land," he said.
We have a University that only takes pride in its
students when it is convenient to them, depending on
who it is trying to sell the demerits of this institution.
The students are the only ones who can understand
this because they are living and interacting at a school
that is just as quick to disregard them as it is to accept
credit for their personal achievements.
We all have goals beyond Fairfield, dreams that are
our own and nobody else's. And until Public Safety can take
those away, don't forget about them, even at Fairfield.
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'Women deserve better'
up for adoption. It is only after these options are discussed
with a counselor, and after the woman in question makes
"Women deserve better," the motto of the group clear that she understands all options, that an abortion is
Feminists for Life, was the theme running throughout administered.
Csorba's argument for his op-ed was that women
junior Michael Csorba's March 13 pro-life column in
should be told that they are committing murder or parlast week's issue of The Mirror.
ticipating in genocide in order
Yes, women do deserve better. However,
to
make an informed choice.
not in the ways Csorba presents.
What
he does not appear to
Women who must face the tragic and
grasp is that many women
incredibly personal decision of deciding
who choose abortion do make
wrfether to keep an unintended pregnancy
informed choices, and that
deserve better than being told they commit
just because they choose the
murder or participate in genocide. Women
option that he does not bedeserve better than having someone else's
lieve is morally correct does
morality placed upon them, especially in such
not mean they are ignorant or
a difficult time.
uneducated.
Not everyone agrees with the idea that
Women deserve better
life begins at conception, so while Csorba
than columns that condemn
may believe ending a pregnancy is "murder,"
others may not.
contributed photo their choices. They deserve
contraception that is covered
Women who have undergone< an abortion^
by health insurance. They
regardless of their belief
deserve sex education in
of when life begins, do
schools. They deserve adnot need to be told that
equate access to emergency
they "killed" someone.
"Instead of letting women choose contraception. Women deTo place added grief
upon these individuals when to start a family and how many serve to be educated and
should be able to prevent
after one of the most try- children she can afford to take care of,
ing times in their lives it makes so much more sense to simply any unintended pregnancies
is not only misguided, put that choice in the hands of legislators in the first place.
And, if a pregnancy hapand strangers. Excellent plan.
it's cruel.
pens, women should be enCsorba seemingly
- posted by "Nicole"
titled to safe options, not back
argues that women dealley abortions. Studies show
serve better than Planned
"There is plenty of genocide going on that the number of women
Parenthood, stating that
1 in 3 women will have in the world right now. How about Dar- who have abortions does not
an abortion by the time furl Or maybe its a better idea to bring decrease when abortion is outthey are 45. This statistic babies into the world so they can die at lawed; rather, women turn to
is by no means pushing the hands of mentally ill or incompetent unsafe practices that too often
women to have an abor- parents! Then there s the fetus that was result in illness and death.
If you are morally option; rather, the statistic just found at a recycling center in West
posed to abortion, the option
is told to women so that Haven."
is simple: don't have one. But
- posted by "Angela"
they can find solace in
the idea that they are
please leave the women who
not alone.
don't share your moral views alone — they've dealt with
I'm not sure if Csorba has ever visited a Planned enough, and they deserve better than that.
Parenthood, but every woman who enters a clinic when
she is faced with an unintended pregnancy is given
Editor's note: Katie Barry is a former intern at The
other options. This includes pre-natal care if desired, Center for Reproductive Rights, a pro-choice law firm
whether the woman decides to keep the baby or give it in New York City.
BY KATIE BARRY

Words from the Web...

Hug it out for Haiti
Haiti is the only nation that the
United Nations lists under the Least
My friend who lives next door Developed category, according to the
to me put a sign outside his door that U.N.'s Human Development Index.
But the sad part about this story
read, "HUGS $1, benefits my service
is not just Cadet's story. More than
trip to Philippines."
I can buy two hugs from him or 300,000 youths between the ages of
one share of Bear Stearns. In our soci- 4 and 15 are still in slavery — only
ety, when things are hitting us from all 700 miles from Miami.
While we sympathize with nadifferent directions bear-hugs bring a
tions like Ecuador and
much greater return.
Most of us were probJamaica, we need to unably too young to rememderstand that Haiti is on
ber the first time someone
another level of the probhugged us.
lem.
Last Thursday's Quick
One Fairfield student
Center speaker Jean-Robert
who resides in the DoCadet, a former Haitian slave
minican Republican apand current college professor,
proached the microphone
CADET
remembers the first time that
to ask Cadet a question.
arms embraced him with warmth.
He called Cadet his brother and said
He was in high school at the that he felt guilty that his country did
time. Cadet had to wait longer than nothing to help their neighbor.
most of us because he comes from a
The Haitian situation is devasplace that we sometimes substitute tating, but its neighbor to the east
for the word hell: Haiti. He was never cannot extend a helping hand across
a boy in Haiti; he was merely a piece the boarder.
of property.
The key catalyst of Cadet's life
Cadet talked about how tears came when his family moved to Americame to his eye the first time he sang ca. He started to attend high school and
found a teacher who changed his life.
"Happy Birthday" to his child.
Cadet, himself, has never had a Cadet's education became the thing
birthday. He has no idea how old he is that would take him, as his book's title
and can only reason that he was born communicates, "From Haitian Slave to
Middle Class American."
during the Mangrove season.
BY CHRISTOPHER HALISKOE
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Cadet's decision to become a
teacher was an easy one, not because
it changed his life, but because it created a life for him. In looking back
on his life, Cadet said that he would
never have survived if he didn't gain
an education.
But how can we educate such an
under-developed society? According
to Cadet's Restavec Foundation, Haiti
has a 49 percent school attendance
rate and a 59 percent literacy rate.
As we gain the same education
that Cadet fought for his whole life,
our generation will be challenged to
figure out how to "save Haiti."
But how can we start to resolve
such a crisis? Does Haiti need an
economy or a hug?
If the market value for an
American hug is valued at $1, then
what is the cost of loving Haiti?
If the all the people in the Quick
Center crowded to buy his book at
$20 a pop, they would have had to
send a professional hugger down to
Haiti to show 20 restavecs — the
name of a child slave that literally
means "to stay with" — the love
that they have been waiting their
entire lives.
Now, the only question for tomorrow's leaders who we educate
on this campus is: How do we get
Haitian children that dollar?

Mirror

Letter to the Editor:
To disagree about the degree

Confucius once said,
"Choose a job you love and
you will never have to work a
day in your life."
Confucius knew what he
was talking about, and as difficult as it may be to stay true
to his advice these days, it is
crucial to achieving a fully
satisfying life.
In last week's issue of The
Mirror, a journalist wrote her
opinion on life after college.
The first concern I had
about it was its location in the
Campus Life section.
I did not learn anything
about campus from it; instead
I took away the cynical views
of one reporter on projected
post-graduation woes.
The second concern I had
about the article was that the
writer bashed the College of
Arts and Sciences.
Though she is an English
major and a member of The
Mirror (an organization full of
Arts and Sciences majors), she
wrote that business students
and nursing majors "put more
time into their major than the
entire College of Arts and Sciences combined."
I do not feel that students
outside of Arts and Sciences
are necessarily more worthy of
jobs. Without liberal arts there
would be no doctors, no lawyers
or media to relay information.

The ability of a person to
get a job is more dependent
on the networking and experience gained by the individual
throughout his or her time at
Fairfield.
The problem with an English major is not its uselessness, but its breadth. Graduating with a B.A. in English
allows recent graduates to
work in almost any field they
choose.
As an English major, I have
faced these overwhelming options; I could work in business,
communications, education,
law, non-profit organizations
— the list goes on. Because
studying English offers a more
well-rounded education, a student will not be forced into a
particular trade.
The success of graduates
trying to find a job is dependent upon their ambition and a
desire to do what they love.
That is, assuming they
want to enjoy their lives, because it is where most people
will spend the majority of their
time — at least 40 hours a
week for upwards of 40 years,
if all goes well.
Post-graduation success
should not be based on initial
salary, but on happiness and
the feeling of accomplishment
work brings to any student
who chose a major they loved
and pursued it to the fullest.
Sincerely,
Katherine Cincotta 10

More words
from the Web
Writer 'discounting future'?
/ hope you got into a top law school and
are prepared to work 80 hours per week, or
else the next degree you receive will be even
more worthless (and costly). Nothing like
discounting the future!
- posted by "alum" in reaction to Katie
Barry's March 13 article "I went to college,
and all I got was this useless degree"

Hutch has mom fans too
On arrival day, when my daughter and
I drove through the front gate, Hutch Williams [FUSA President] was there cheering
on the freshmen, recognizing my daughter
and saying 'Hello.' / asked who he was and
was told by my daughter, 'The president of
the student body.' / thought, How energetic
and pleasant.' Hutch Williams will be missed
just by the students he represented, but
by the school administration and staff.
can't help but like his enthusiasm.
posted by "AM Florentine" in reaction
achel Brean's March 13 article "A fareto Hutch"
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Spencer: I had it, and I kicked its ass
Lacrosse coach remains on sidelines despite battle with cancer
BY KEITH CONNORS

If you close your eyes and listen to
Ted Spencer speak, you would never know
the difference.
"A coach of mine once told me that
you have a finite number of games in your
lacrosse career, a finite number of games
in your season," he said in pure anecdotal
form. "You've got to be up and ready like
it is your last game."
He paused and added, "You just never
know."
Most would consider it coaching
rhetoric at its finest.
Then you open your eyes and see the
man behind the words. You begin to suspect his words hold a far deeper meaning
than that of sheer pregame enthusiasm.
And once you know the story, it is
obvious that his words echo far beyond
lacrosse; Spencer is speaking about life
itselfc
It was only a few months earlier
that his fate was decided, not by slides on
defense and clearing, but by the miracle
of medicine and, as he put it, "the power
of prayer."

Initial diagnosis
It began with a harmless wager beion Ollwerther/The Mirror
tween two friends.
Spencer and his 'sons': Men's lacrosse Head Coach Ted Spencer, center, returns to the bench after a battle with cancer. The Stags are
"[Men's basketball Head Coach] Ed again ECAC contenders, led by senior captains, from left, Chris Atwell, Matt Scanlon, Dan Boudreau, Brendan Finnerty, and Travis Nelson.
Cooley and I decided some friendly competition could be a great way to get back
evaluation and, hopefully, a diagnosis. After his wife began the process of researching manding and debilitating, Spencer remained
in shape," recalled Spencer. "I was working an initial evaluation, the specialist recom- potential surgeons and cancer specialists in optimistic. He insisted on the most powerful
out a lot."
mended a biopsy.
New England. The two knew that aggressive treatments possible in order to neutralize and
Fast-forward a few weeks.
Without hesitation, Spencer expressed treatment was essential and time was of the eliminate the cancer.
It is Alumni Weekend in beautiful mid- his desire to have the biopsy as soon as essence.
"I wanted to get rid of this thing in the
October, and a crisp autumn wind whisks by possible.
worst way," he said.
Spencer as he finishes his second workout
The biopsy took place on Oct. 16, two
The ensuing weeks were a challenge for
Treatment options
of the day.
days after Spencer had initially discovered
Spencer in every facet of his life.
It is just hours before Alumni Weekend the swelling. It also happened to be the same
The Spencers decided on two physicians
Family interaction was difficult because
festivities. This particular banquet had an night as Fairfield's lacrosse banquet, an an- from Yale University Medical Center.
of his physical state. It was laborious to finish
extra special meaning to Spencer: He was to nual dinner held to celebrate the season.
"It worked out for us. After our research, a bowl of Cream of Wheat. Drinking a glass
induct Spencer Steele '00, the all-time scor"The [biopsy] was extremely discom- we found that Yale Medical is the leading of water was like trying to swallow a shard
ing leader in Stags' history, into the Fairfield forting, but we still had the banquet that place for neck cancer patients in America," of glass. Two hours of sleep at night were an
Athletics Hall of Fame.
night," said Spencer. "Business as usual."
said Spencer.
accomplishment.
"I was [downstairs in the Walsh] after
Fast-forward four days.
Dr. Clarence Sasaki, F.A.C.S., the proThis wasn't just a day or two; it was
taking a shower, and I was ready to shave.
Spencer is on his way to pick up his gram director in otolarynthology and head/ nearly two months.
I noticed a sizable lump on my neck," said children from school, an added perk that the neck cancer surgery, program, was the first
"[In] chemotherapy I lost close to
Spencer.
autumn months bring.
selection and is "one of the top three surgeons 50 pounds," said Spencer. "It was during
"This [swelling] seemed a little big to
"I got a call from the doctor with the in the world in dealing with this particular Christmas season, too. I couldn't take my
me," said Spencer. "I went home and showed results," said Spencer. "He told me, 'Ted, it's type of cancer," according to Spencer. The family skiing or into New York to see the
my wife. We immediately agreed that this is cancer. Stage Three or Stage Four.'"
other surgeon was Dr. Nwanmegha Young, Rockefeller tree."
something that I should get checked out."
another otolarynthology specialist.
Despite the hardships, Spencer never
Spencer and his wife, Denise, made an
Spencer
and
his
wife
met
the
two
docwavered.
Breaking the news
appointment with their primary physician
tors at Yale on Oct. 23, only four days after
. In fact, the coach made it a point to
for the next day. The doctor, however, was
"[The call] was very hard because you receiving word of the diagnosis. Without make a statement about his health from the
unsure as to the nature of the swelling or the obviously don't want a big reaction with hesitation, the doctors recommended a strat- beginning.
cause of the lump.
kids around," he recalled. "Immediately, egy that included a meeting with a tumor
Ten days after his surgery, Spencer
Ultimately, the decision was to put Spen- though - without hesitation - we knew what board a week later.
participated in the Turkey Trot run with his
cer on a severe antibiotic that could decrease we had to do. We were going to go at this
"On that day,.we had a team of about family. On his first day of chemotherapy, he
the swelling in approximately 24 hours.
right away."
15 physicians examine me; it was honestly visited his team.
The hours came and went with no signs
The series of events that transpired were really impressive," said Spencer.
"I ran seven miles with the team," said
of change.
a tumultuous flurry of emotions.
Two weeks after the tumor board evalu- Spencer. "I wanted to send a message to all
At this point, Spencer's physician rec"I can honestly say that the hardest thing ation came surgery. The extensive nature of ofthem: TTlbe fine.'"
ommended a local ear/nose/throat specialist that I had to do in this entire process was to the surgery involved Sasaki and Young going
With his rehabilitation coming to an end,
from whom he could receive a more thorough address the team," said Spencer.
in through the mouth to examine and work on
The coach took his players the cancerous region of the neck. The team
SEE "COACH" ON P. 11
aside on the morning of Oct. 21, inserted 40 undifferentiated radiation seeds
less than a day after the diagnosis. into the region.
"I told the team not to feel
"They took out a lymph node from my
bad or sorry for me whatsoever," neck that was about three inches - and they're
: 3-2 overall
recalled Spencer. "All I wanted for supposed to be two centimeters," said Spencer.
them was to be the best student- "If that had somehow gone undetected and
athletes and represent the lacrosse burst, the cancer would've spread."
Team MVP: Chris Ajemian '09
program as best they could."
The lymph node was far from the only
The team was in a state of noteworthy finding in the surgery. The team of
Ajemian is second on the team with
disbelief.
physicians discovered an enlarged, "golf ballnine points and six goals, despite
From that moment forward, sized" tumor lodged in the tonsillar region.
only
starting one game this season.
Spencer began a rigorous process
to combat the tumor. Following
He is a great veteran presence off
Mirror File Photo
Battling through recovery
recommendations from the ear/
Back to business: Ted Spencer is back on the
the bench.
^; ; h
sidelines after battle with cancer.
nose/throat specialist, Spencer and
While post-surgery life is often de-
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Rookie head coach leads womenfs lacrosse to best start in history
"I guess it could be hard.
Everybody's like 'Well, you're an
Two years ago, Beth Lof- interim so there's really no presfredo '06 graduated as the pro- sure,'" said Loffredo. "I think that
gram's all-time leader in points I've tried to take that side of it and
and goals. Now, she has the Stags have fun rather than feel presoff to their best start in program sured by it. I can't really complain
history as the women's lacrosse about the title."
interim head coach.
With her new title, she is now
With a win over Mount St. coaching some of the same playMary's on Saturday, the Stags ers with whom she played only
improved to 4-1 with their only two seasons ago.
loss coming by one point at the
"It's actually not as weird as
you'd think," said Loffredo. "It
hands of No. 13 Yale.
"Team expectations are very could have been really strange,
high because they've proven but luckily these girls just want
themselves so far, and we're four to play and they know that when
games in," said Loffredo. "[With] I played, I just wanted to have
every win I feel like it goes up a fun. I think it's been a lot easier
little bit."
than it could have been for anyone
Loffredo was named the in- else, but I think the players have a
terim head coach in September, certain respect for me and I have
after serving as an assistant coach that respect for them."
last season under Stacey McCue,
Loffredo has two Preseason
who resigned after five seasons All-MAAC Team nominees to
at the helm.
help ease her adjustment into the
coaching ranks.
;
Seniors Katie von
Hoffman and Mary ValRecord: 4-1 overall
lely will look to provide
leadership on defense for a
MVP: Kristen Colem;
team that features only four
seniors.
"We want to provide
Coleman has provided a spark
some leadership on the
for the Stags oft offense, lead- defense and our team," said
ing the team in goals and points Vallely. "We want to win
with 16 and 20 respectively. She some out of league games
has also picked up eight ground that we usually don't win
balls and won all three MAAC — like BC. But our focus
is on the MAAC."
weekly awards.
Fairfield has struggled
in the past to win out-ofBY CHRIS SIMMONS

eason recap:

Coach is a 'poster boyf
for cancer recovery
CONTINUED FROM P. 10
Spencer has slowly returned to his normal routine as coach.
Originally, he worked part-time days to accommodate his
situation. With time, the hours increased.
After all the hours of treatment, the appointments, the
days in rehabilitation, and the personal struggles, Spencer
could finally see a light at the end of the tunnel.

The long road back
Fast-forward to February 2.
Seventy-one days have passed since the surgery at Yale
Medical. But health isn't Spencer's concern on this day.
Just like he had months before, Spencer jogged out of
the Walsh Center on a brisk morning.
This time, he wasn't alone.
And when his team accompanied him onto the field,
it was more than just the season's first scrimmage against
Army. It marked Spencer reaching a goal he set when he first
learned the news: Win this war and get back on the field.
"I never intended on dying from this disease," said
Spencer. "My attitude from the beginning was that I was
going to beat this, and I am beating this. I had it, and I
kicked its ass."
Today, Spencer has had nothing but encouragement
and excellent reviews from his physicians throughout his
post-chemo check-ups, which are becoming less frequent.
Doctors have labeled Spencer a "poster boy" for cancer
recovery.
Still, Spencer maintains that it was far from a personal
achievement.
"I have had tremendous support from my family, the
lacrosse community, my team, the University,"^id Spencer.
"I knew that I was fighting through this thing myself, but
the love I got from them made me want to beat this thing
for all of them."
If you're looking for Spencer today, he is back on the
field with his team, his pride and passion, and most importantly, a clear bill of health.
Back to business as usual; you would never know the
difference.

conference games, but this season, the Stags are off to their
best start ever with wins over
Sacred Heart, St. Mary's, Boston
College and Mount St. Mary's,
following a season-opening loss
to Yale.
"Every year we are so close,
and this year we want to finish
those games," said von Hoffman.
The Stags were picked to
finish third this season in the
MAAC after going 8-10 overall
(5-2 MAAC) last season.
Fairfield has the talent to
compete for the title this season. Freshman midfielder Kristen Coleman has already been
named MAAC Offensive Player
of the Week, MAAC Defensive
Player of the Week and MAAC
Rookie of the Week.
Coleman leads the team in
points and goals with 20 and 16,
respectively.
Attackwoman Erin Rigby
'10 is second on the team with
16 points and 10 goals.
Rigby has also won the
MAAC Offensive Player of the
Week and Caroline Madrak '08
has won the MAAC Defensive
Player of the Week.
Peter Caty/The Mirror
Junior Lauren Chatnik has Off to the races: Kelly Barnes '10 and the Stags hope to continue their
played every minute in goal fast start into conference play.
and boasts a 9.40 goals against
average while making 41 percent conference play, which begins our assistant coach who has so
much experience. It's a great balof her saves.
March 29 at Marist.
"I think it's a perfect balance ance between the coaches.
The team and the players
She added, "It's really rehave thrived so far under Lof- because we have a former player
fredo in her first season and the who was one of us two years flected in how our team's done so
Stags are hoping it continues into ago," said Vallely. "We also have far this year."

Softball strives to recover from slow start
ending the 2007 season with a 2024 overall record and a 7-9 MAAC
Throughout the past four years mark.
While the Stags have yet to
the softball team has consistently been
ranked among the top in the MAAC, push past a MAAC Championship,
but every year has fallen short of a they are led by one of the best senior
classes as they strive to grasp a berth
MAAC Championship.
This year is no different with to the NCAA tournament.
Leading the Stags into the 2008
the Stags heading into MAAC play
ranked fourth in the preseason poll of campaign are senior co-captains
league head coaches. The Stags had Julia Jacoby and Erin Frank. Both
a strong 2007 season, dominating in players were named to the Preseason
both preseason and regular-season All-MAAC team after receiving
honors during the 2007 season.
PlayJacoby was named to first team
However, for the first time in
more than five years, the Stags failed All-MAAC last season, after leading
to make the MAAC Tournament, the team with 26 RBI along with
leading the
team in hitting.
She hits .364
against MAAC
opponents and
.415 against all
opponents.
Going
into her final
year with the
Stags, Jacoby,
an outfielder,
was ranked
20th in the nation as one of
the toughest
to strike out,
ranked. 24th
on batting average and fifth
for triples.
Frank
joined Jacoby
last season with
Mirror File Photo second team
Swing away: The softball team hopes to break through and All-MAAC
honors, her
win a MAAC Championship.
BY MARY THERESE CHURCH

■

ocason recap:
Reco
Team MVP: K
a team-high .400
sluealong with a team his
'ing pi
on the \<
third consecutive season receiving
honors.
Last season she was nationally
ranked 37th for walks-per-game.
Beginning the 2008 season, the
catcher and infielder will look to
improve on her 23 career-home-run
record, which she has claimed during
the past three seasons.
Rounding out the five seniors are Riannon Thomas, Kristen D'Alessandro, and Breanne
Morschauser. All players have been
a dominating force on the field, starting or playing in all games during the
2007 season.
Julie Brzezinski enters her 11th
season as the Stags' head coach. During her stint at Fairfield, she has averaged 30 wins per season and marked
six winning season's total.
While Fairfield's season has
gotten off to a slow start with a 4-12
record, MAAC conference play is
right around the corner and the Stags
hope to pull through another strong
season.
With eight returning players
and five freshmen, the seniors hope
to lead the way to another MAAC
Championship.
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Baseball aspires to rebound from rough 2007 season
BY DAN STANCZYK

Last year, positions were not clearly
established, resulting in players bouncing
all over the field and lineup. The team
featured just three seniors and had a lot
of newcomers who saw significant playing time.
With an entire season of experience
under their belts and more defined roles,
the Stags should see a continuation of the
improvement they saw at the tail end of
last year.
"We started slow last year — maybe
because of our youth and inexperience
— but once roles were settled, we were
one game over .500 in the second half
and 5-2 in the MAAC," said Head Coach
John Slosar.
The team finished 18-28 overall (1214 in the MAAC) last season.
While it took the Stags until the
second half to really turn it on, their
designated hitter Peter Allen '08 was hot
all year.
Allen's junior campaign was one of
the best in Fairfield history. He led the
team in virtually every major offensive
statistical category, hitting .380 with five
home runs, 35 RBI, and a school-record

5 eason recap:
Record: 2-12 overall
Team MVP: Brian Rudolph '08
Rudolph leads the team with six
RBI and is third on the team with a
.326 average. He also leads the team
with six doubles and is second with
eight runs.

of 23 doubles.
"Honestly, Pete is the backbone of
our lineup," said sophomore pitcher Rob
Gariano.
Prior to this season, Allen was named
to the First Team All-MAAC.
He was also named to the Brooks Wallace Player of the Year watch list, which
is the equivalent of the Heisman trophy
in football.
"All we need is the same Pete Allen,"
said Slosar. "We dort't want him to put any
unnecessary pressure on himself."
The lineup
The Stags only hit .270 as a team last
year, but expectations are much higher this
season. The leadoff man for the Stags will
once again be senior captain Albie DeSimone. DeSimone is a natural left-handed,
slap-hitting leadoff man with speed and a
great eye at the plate.
"I would say that Albie is poised for
a big offensive year based on what he
showed in the fall," said Slosar.
The No. 3 hitter will be sophomore
center fielder Jason Rago, who brings a
combination of speed and power to the
lineup and should see plenty of good
pitches to hit this season because, when
he's at the plate, Allen will be looming in
the on-deck circle.
"Rago is not just one of the best players on our team, but he's one of the best
players in the conference," said Allen.
No. 5 hitter Mike Weiner '08 was
second on the team last season with a .347
average and 19 RBI.
Rounding out the power part of the
lineup is senior right fielder Brian Rudolph. Rudolph has all the tools, both
offensively and defensively.
Pitching staff
The pitching staff was good for third

Mirror Sports 3 x 5

in the MAAC
in terms of
team ERA last
season, but the
ace of that staff
is now gone.
Ed Kami n t z k y ' s
graduation
makes Gariano
the new No.
1 starter. He
slides into the
top spot mainly
because of his
great stuff.
"His slider
is a special plus
Peter Caty/The Mirror
pitch," said Give 'em the heat: Kevin Fico '10 and the Stags' pitching staff look to
Slosar.
improve after a lackluster start to the season.
The other
two weekend starters will be senior Ryan to this preseason optimism.
"We need to learn from the past," said
Calabfese, who led the team in innings
pitched last year, and junior Doug Cial- Allen. "This is a totally different group of
lella, who did a great job as a weekday guys with regard to confidence."
Slosar wants his team to "be aggresstarter and long reliever last season. These
roles however are not set in stone.
sive and attack early".
The Stags have struggled early. But
Sophomore Kevin Fico, who has been
called "the wild card" by Slosar, is also despite their 2-12 record, the Stags did
play some high-quality opponents such as
vying to get into the rotation.
"At any point this kid could take any Kentucky, Xavier and Central Michigan.
Slosar hopes playing against big
one of our spots," said Gariano. "His stuff
schools like that will prepare his team for
is as good as anybody's."
The bullpen will be led by sophomore conference play.
lefty Dan Urbanovich and junior closer
The Stags were picked to finish fourth
in the preseason coaches' poll. The top four
Dan Gallagher.
"Dan and I complement each other teams go to the MAAC tournament.
very well. If I'm coming out and Dan is
Although no one likes to make much
coming in, I know the job is going to get of preseason predictions, senior captain
Pat Hoban did not shy away.
done," said Gariano.
"I'm not so sure I agree," he said.
"Looking at the other teams ahead of us,
Hot start?
Last year was a learning process and I think we can beat all of them in a series.
a season for players to gain much-needed In my mind, we are the team to beat,"
experience — and that experience has led Hoban said.

TOM CLEARY

KEITH CONNORS

Online Sports
Editor

CHRIS SIMMONS

Associate Sports
Editor

The Questions
1. Best lacrosse team on campus: men or women?

The women will have the better
season. They are playing really
well right now. The men's team
could go either way.

The ladies have looked"good early,
but the men have shown they can
play wjsi J eof
^nation's
best.

Am I the only one who noticed that
Tom said the men's team could go
either way?

2. Which spring sports team
will have the best season?

Probably women's lacrosse — they
have the talent.

See

See two boxes left. Not so fun
hen you go first and someone else
can steal your answers is it, Tom?

3. Can Softball or baseball
bounce back from a slow
start?

The MAAC season is:
matters foj

It's early enough that it':
for both. Big MAAC Rimes are
on the way.
I

I could say something good here,
but I don't feel like getting Facebook threats from the baseball
team again.

4. Who will win the AL East?

Boston Red Sox, no dout about
it.

As a YankjBs.fan, it's f p?o be
pe undjywg for a change. I'll go
ith Boston, but I'm picking that
er AL East team to win come
ctober.

The Baltimore Orioles. As soon
as Calvin Edwin Ripken, Jr. buys
the team. •

5. Who is in your Final Foyfi

Kansas, UNC, Stanford and
UCLA.
f

Rock Chalk Jayhawk. Kansas (and
my bracket) arefdue irF08.

UMD women are all I have left after
the men choked and no Fairfield.

Editor: JP Porretta
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Can video games save the music industry?
Bands that appear on successful games gain music sales

www.tv.com

Video games help boost record sales: With help from the popular video game "Guitar Hero 3," metal band DragonForce has become an overnight success story.
BY MICHAEL BENNETT

lar 21st century trend, but other video game
genres have been helping music sales too.
Developer and publisher, Electronic
Arts, include EA Trax in their "Madden,"
"FIFA" and other sports series. EA Trax is
an in-game soundtrack that features music
from up-and-coming artists of all genres of
music.
"Madden 2003" is noted for helping
the reputation of Good Charlotte, and "FIFA
2003" helped sales for pop star Avril Lavigne.
After the release of "NBA Live," rapper
Fabulous went on to sell over two million
albums, according to gamecareerguide.com.
The "Grand Theft Auto" series allows
its player to drive in cars that have different
radio stations with actual songs. Rockstar
Games, the developer of "Grand Theft Auto,"
has released soundtracks with music from the
video games under Sony's label. Included is
a wide range of songs from Toto, Michael
Jackson, and Run DMC.
Next time you're at a "Guitar Hero"
party, challenge yourself to DragonForce —
you might just discover your new favorite
band. Good luck with the game, though. I
can't even beat it on easy.

The most notable success story would
be the group DragonForce, whose song
"Through the Fire and Flames," was featured
as the hardest song in the newest installment
of "Guitar Hero." Before this, many did not

games, new competitors have considered the
advantages of entering their work into the
The video game and music industries
gaming industry.
have been working together to blend two
"RockBand" was released before Christtypes of multimedia. So far, the successful
mas 2007 to challenge the "Guitar Hero" seventure has increased sales in
ries. Similarly, the competitor "Rock
both music and video game
Band" helped the careers of Indie
On its popular gaming site, Gamewor/d Netmarkets, and have launched
bands, such as the Yeah Yeah Yeahs
and The New Pornographers.
the careers of many previously
work reported that DragonForce's sales have
Songs from "Guitar Hero III"
unheard-of bands.
increased by 183 percent since the release of
and "RockBand" can be downloaded
According to www.net"Guitar Hero III" in late 2007.
from relatively unknown artists like
gen.biz, the "Guitar Hero" series
Mastodon and Extremoduro on the
has garnered over $1 billion.
Xbox 360 and PlayStation 3. Downloadable
The video game trilogy licenses songs from even know the band existed.
different generations, including artists like
Avid-player Keith Bussanich '10 said, tracks provide another option for these bands
Slayer, Rage Against the Machine, Aerosmith "I didn't hear of DragonForce before "Guitar to help their sales.
These music video games do more than
and Weezer.
Hero III," but now I enjoy playing their difincrease the sales of unknown bands. They
What the music industry is notably ficult songs."
On its popular gaming site, Gameworld connect the Internet generation to the classic
thankful for, though, is the fact that "Guitar
Hero" also includes songs from previously Network reported that DragonForce's sales rock age. With the help of these games, gamunknown bands. Several artists have gained have increased by 183 percent since the re- ers are exposed to classic legend bands like
The Police, Boston, and The Who.
a jump start to success by having their music lease of "Guitar Hero III" in late 2007.
Music video games have become a popufeatured in the games.
With the rising sales of music video

www.wikipedia.com

Branching out the opportunities:
"Guitar Hero" is no longer the only video
game outlet for up-and-coming musicians.
Bands like the Yeah Yeah Yeahs have
new-game "Rock Band" to thank.

The Beatles catalog: 'Can't Buy Me'
Apple Corps is a holding company founded by The
Beatles that owns their record label, Apple Records. The
two companies have had a series of lawsuits and settlements
'Tell me why' The Beatles aren't on iTunes?
regarding their shared name from 1978 to Feb. 5, 2007,
If you have ever looked for your favorite Beatles songs
when they had a final settlement.
on iTunes, you'll know that The Beatles are one of a few
When the settlement was made, Lennon and Mcmajor recording artists whose songs are not available
Cartney's solo albums began appearing on iTunes.
through online music services.
Will The Beatles ever appear on iTunes?
There has been much speculation online about iTunes
Jamie DeStefano '10 hasn't tried looking for The
purchasing The Beatles.
Beatles on iTunes, but thinks it's ridiculous that they are
According to the publication, The Cleveland Leader,
not there.
Paul McCartney has authorized the release of The Beatles'
"[iTunes is] such a convenient way to sell music
iconic music to iTunes in a deal that would be worth over
nowadays.
If someone doesn't want your whole album,
$400 million.
they
can
just
buy one song," he said. "I personally don't
Many music fans attribute the sudden distribution
think
$400
million
worth it because I'm not much of a
of music to McCartney's need for money to pay for his
Beatles fan. But they are very popular, so i bet iTunes
divorce with Heather Mills, which will cost him $48.6
could still generate a profit off that."
million.
Kathleen Tuccio ' 10 looked for The Beatles on
McCartney would share the wealth with Ringo Starr,
iTunes and came up short. Wanting a dose of The Beatles,
as well as the families of late Beatles John Lennon and
she purchased the "Across The Universe" soundtrack
George Harrison. In addition, EMI, Sony and Michael
macrumors.com instead.
Jackson would receive royalties for the songs that they
"They definitely should be on iTunes," she said.
iTunes needs "Help!" getting its hands on The Beatles:
own.
"They're a very popular band, and I just kind of assumed
Apple has not released any press releases regarding Despite the many rumors from reliable sources, whether or not
the purchases. Jason Roth, the senior manager of music at Beatles music wil1 be featured on iTunes is still up in the air. Anx- they would be on iTunes."
We can only hope to a final decision soon is made soon.
Apple, told The Mirror that Apple does not confirm or deny ious fans await a decision.

BY VERONICA FLORENTINO

rumors, and made no other statements regarding the deal.
One of the reasons why The Beatles' music is not yet
on iTunes is a trademark dispute between Apple Inc. and
Apple Corps.
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Roll up your sleeves and get a little sweaty for free tickets
do than give up his sperm for free concert
tickets. Or perhaps his sperm could go to
Are you tired of buying your concert better, um, causes.
tickets at the box office? Are you a bit
The site also states, "These tests are
frightened with all of the legal processes carried out once every three months and
of StubHub?
all semen samples are quarantined for six
Well, if you're a hormonal male with months before they can be used to ensure
plenty of baby batter to spread, there might as far as possible that the samples were
just be a way for you to find tickets to con- negative for these diseases at the time of
certs without having to pay a dime.
donation."
The Web site Spermfortickets.com is
So, they mean they really just can't
willing to see how much your love juice take me at my word? I'm sure that kind of
is worth to you. It is looking for donors warm enthusiasm is sure to rally a huge
between the ages of 18-50 who are in portion of healthy, trim and handsome men,
good health and have no history of sexual all ready to give up a part of their DNA to
diseases.
strangers.
If you're accepted in this "rigorous"
Sign me up. The site refuses to give
pool of applicants, you will undergo many any of the bands that are teaming up with
tests for chlamydia, HIV-I and HIV-II, the group for this pivotal endeavor, but the
site says you can choose "ANY major music
hepatitis B, syphilis and gonorrhea.
The Web site was going to include a festival in Europe."
notification stating, "Ron Jeremy need not
Really? So as soon as I can afford the
apply," but at the last second creators appar- plane ticket to Europe, hotel accommodaently realized even he has better things to tions, transportation around Europe and
meals, then I can get free
concert tickets? How convenient is that?
These guys really do
plan to make the situation so
much easier for you.
I'm not sure what's
worse: The fact that they
spermfortickets.com think people are nuts enough
BY WILLIAM HELFRICH

SPERM FUR

TICKETS

to do this, or that people are nuts
enough to do this. Allegedly, the
site already has an overflow in
donors.
To quote the site, "Applications for donation packs have far
exceed the expectations."
First I'd like to commend the
site on it's mastery of the English
language, in noting that applicants
"have far exceed the expectations."
But even more to the point,
do you mean to tell me that people
took this seriously?
I'm not so sure what I feel
towards a person who wakes up
one morning and says, "You know,
I want to work with sperm for a
living."
Maybe this is just the sign of
things to come. What's next?
Maybe in a few months, they'll
offer the Spitzer Special, in which
one "Seven Diamond" of your
choice will help you with whatever
needs to help you donate. Just
ustration by Lorraine Lampe
watch out for Kristen.
Ticketmaster is sooo last year: Now men eager
I'm sure this company has for concert tickets can donate their sperm in lieu
great intentions and wouldn't have currency.
any bad will towards your sperm.
But I'm not sure offering concert tickets mographic of athletic, intelligent males who
online is going to attract that key 18-50 de- just happen to be without a girlfriend.

10,000 BC not be worth digging up
BY SHERI JANKELOVTEZ (U-WIRE)

"10,000 BC" is the most
ridiculous piece of trash to come
out of Hollywood in a long time.
And this is coming from someone
who has seen "Jumper."
The film's plot, or its thinly
veiled excuse for one, follows a
tribe known as the Yagahl, focusing mainly on D'leh (Steven Strait,
"The Covenant") and "his woman"
Evolet (Camilla Belle, "When A
Stranger Calls"). Naturally each
member of the tribe speaks in
some quasi-British accent, has
perfect teeth and is amazingly
clean for people who not only
live in 10,000 BC but also spend
much of their time rolling around
in wooly mammoth droppings.
That's just nitpicking though, since
most people probably wouldn't pay
to see actors who actually looked
like the people who lived during
that time. Moving on.
Evolet is supposed to be the

girl who will bring about either looking dudes from far away at- 10,000 years - and larger than life
the end of this entire tribe, or its tack the Yagahl and abduct Evolet. CGI animals. No doubt, this film
revitalization. The film doesn't re- This makes D'leh more than a little was expensive to make, but who
ally make up its mind there. Either pissed off, as evidenced through cares?
way, she begins "the legend of the his slightly pained expression,
The film is so unbelievably
blue-eyed child."
and he sets off on an epic (in the laughable that it's a shame someThis legend actually doesn't loosest sense of the word) quest to one didn't suggest simply embracever seem to truly begin, despite find her. This is mainly an excuse ing the cheese and making this into
the narrator — none other than the to show a lot of desert scenery - as a comedy. Maybe then it wouldn't
legendary actor Omar Shariff him- the journey actually seems to last be such a big deal that most of the
self (seriousdialogue is met
ly, Omar?)
with giggles. It's
— telling
hard to blame the
us at least
actors here; after
three sepaall, even if Merrate times
yl Streep had to
throughout
deliver dialogue
the course of
like this she'd
the film that,
still come off
no, wait,
sounding pretty
now is the
foolish. Actually,
exact point
maybe if Streep
when the
were in this
legend truly
there'd at least be
rottentomatoes.com
begins.
someone to care
There are 10,000 reasons why you should avoid this movie: Although
One
about. Each acvisually stunning, "10,000 B.C." is a huge flop.
day, scary
tor looks exactly

OULLI

the same as the other, making it a
little difficult to care about who is
sacrificed.
This film's director, Roland
Emmerich of "The Day After Tomorrow" fame, is no stranger to
expensively made yet completely
brainless pieces of shlock. But
where his previous films differ
from this one is their sense of
fun and excitement. "10,000 BC"
manages to take millions of dollars
worth of special effects combined
with extravagantly staged battle
scenes and turn it all into one of the
most boring films of the year.
Unfortunately, this movie will
probably clean up pretty well at the
box office its opening weekend,
much like "Jumper." It's a shame,
with so many other great films out,
that people would want to waste
their money on this film.
"10,000 BC" should suffer
the same fate as much of our history: being buried in the dirt and
completely forgotten.

Hours:
Sunday through Thursday

11 a.m. -11 p.m.
See clearly. Look amazing.

Friday & Saturday

olance
/**optical

11 a.m. - midnight

1499 Post Road / Fairfield, CT 06824 203.254.0042
1101 High Ridge Road / Stamford, CT 06905 203.322.2265

Campus Services

K

www.glancect.com

Student discount 15%

Sodexho

www.fairfieldmirror.com

MARCH

ENTERTAINMENT

Irish tunes for St. Patty's
Did you have
a fun St. Patrick's
Day this year?
Whether you spent
your time drinking
green beer at the
townhouses, partied at the beach or
hit up the Grape,
everyone on campus was Irish for the
festive weekend.
To celebrate the
holiday, the Levee
hosted a weekend
jam packed with
the holiday spirit.

The Highland Rovers, pictured
above, a high-energy Irish rock
band, kicked off the St. Patrick's Day
weekend, playing to a packed crowd
of green-adorned students, pictured
right, at the Levee party Friday night.
The night followed a Senior Mug
Night and boasted free giveaways
and food.

News £ Notes
BY JP PORRETTA

A lot has happened since we've
departed for Spring Break. Here's what
you missed in the Entertainment world
while you were lounging back in the
warm, tropical weather and sipping
some drinks:
According to
their Web site, The
Starting Line announced last week
that it will be going
on an indefinite hiatus once their current
tour ends. Tri-state
area fans will have
their last chance to
catch them live at this
year's Bamboozle Festival.

An Australian woman stabbed
her boyfriend
to death last
week, after
the two had
an argument about Bruce Springsteen.
The deceased was not a fan of "The
Boss," something his girlfriend could
not tolerate.
Lesson learned: People are crazy.
Source: CNN.com
Nine Inch Nails are more than likely
going to sleep happy, as their newest
album, "Ghosts," sold an incredible
782,000 copies in its first week alone.
Source: Absolutepunk.net

Keane is currently recording its
new album in Berlin with producer
Stuart Price.

You think the
RIAA is bad? Think
again. A new law
has been passed in
Japan, banning music piraters from the
Internet.
Source: TechCrunch.com

Source: nme.com

The Shamrogues, picured at left, is the largst Irish band in the area.
he band brought the St.
atrick's Day weekend
elebrations to a close Satrday night with their
rish-themed set.
All photos by Bridget Southworth
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According
to the band's official Web site,
Weezer's untitled,
sixth album will
be released in
June, with the first
single hitting the
airwaves soon.
ABBA drummer Ola Brunkert
was found dead in his home in Spain on
Monday morning, according to CNN.

Trying to make an impression on
the music world, Fall Out Boy will
make history by being the first band to
play concerts on all seven continents.
It is scheduled to perform at a research
station in Antarctica on March 25.
Source: sevencontinents.tv

THE ONLY THING GROWING FASTER THAN OUR
GRADUATE PROGRAMS IS OUR REPUTATION.
Accounting
Cardiovascular Perfusion
Computer Information Systems
Education - Elementary
Education - Secondary
Forensic Nurse Clinical Specialist
Interactive Communications
Journalism
Law
MBA/CFA® (Chartered Financial Analyst)
MBA/HCM (Health Care Management)
MBA/JD (Joint degree in business and law)
Medical Laboratory Sciences/Biomedical Sciences
Molecular & Cell Biology
Nurse Practitioner
Pathologists' Assistant
Physician Assistant
Graduate Online Programs
Organizational Leadership: Higher Education,
Human Resources, Information Technology,
Insurance
Learn more: www.quinnipiac.edu

Graduate Programs: graduate@qtdtuiipiac.edu
Graduate Online Programs: quonlmeadmissions@quuinipiac.edu
Law School: ladm@quinnipiac.edu

QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY
1-800-462-1944 I Hamden, Connecticut
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HE said / SHE said

Dan Stanczyk

Jackie Mautone

Show yourself, Foirfielder!
Everybody can show their face at
the bar or a party, but if you want
to be seen outside of those obvious social settings, then there are a few
places that you need to go. The who's
who of Fairfield frequent these hot spots
on a regular basis.
During the week it's harder to gauge
where people are going to be and
when they will be there, but trust
me when I tell you that this article
has been thoroughly researched.
I have not experienced this
first one myself, but a reliable
source told me that anybody
who is anybody is at Stop
'n Shop on Monday nights
from 6-8 p.m. For many,
it's the perfect time to
re-up on groceries after
a long weekend of devouring everything in sight
after coming home inebriated.
The Wednesday night hot spot is La
Salsa. Most people take their food to go,
but, while waiting to get your burrito,
you are sure to spot a new couple dining
at a corner table.
Every weekday, from approximately
1:30-2 p.m., you can make your presence known in the LARC. That free
printer comes in handy right before
class. I saw about six people I knew

when I was editing this article.
Us college students are lazy and
need motivation. That's why the liquor
stores are popping off every Friday
from 8-9 p.m. You get some serious
college-dude points if you roll into Mo's
at 8:58 p.m.
There's no better place to cure
the Saturday morning hangover than
Circle Diner. So many people are
therefrom 11:30-1 p.m. that you'd
think the University was offering a
one-credit course on how to be a
slop house.
You go there on Saturday because you don't
want to deal with the
church crowd on Sunday. That makes Sunday morning prime for
a quick breakfast sandwich at Village Bagel
or Country Cow. The tight parameters
in each place guarantee that you'll be
seen.
After recuperating on the couch all
day, everybody is in the library Sunday
night doing the work that they have put
off all weekend. As a social scene, it's
literally out of control. I don't know how
anyone gets anything done. It's like a
bar without alcohol — just imagine if
there was. In a perfect world...

As Fairfield students, we reside in
a tiny bubble. There are 4,000 of
us, all living within two miles of
one another. It's inevitable that you're
going to run into someone you know, no
matter where you are — and chances
are it'll be your ex at Village Bagel after
you've just rolled out of bed wearing
part (if not all) of your outfit from the
night before. Scenarios like this are
unavoidable because it's impossible
to expect that we can look perfect
all the time (though if you happen to
be the girl who can, I hate you).
There are certain places
you should probably avoid
if you want to sidestep
those awkward run-ins.
For those who have
a meal plan, you should
absolutely stay out of the
BCC on Saturday and Sunday
mornings. What's worse than trying to
enjoy some french toast while simultaneously trying to avoid eye contact
with last night's bed buddy who's conveniently located two tables away?
The unfortunate souls who no
longer have the privilege of dining in
Barone still have to eat their weekend
brunches — and they'll probably do so
at one of three places: Circle Diner,
Village Bagel and Firehouse Deli. If any

awkward/weird/inappropriate decisions
were made on your part the night before and you have no interest in reliving
them, stay away.
You know you're going to want to
run that bacon-egg-and-cheese sandwich off at the RecPlex later, but it's in
your best interest to get back in bed
rather than risking running into anyone
you wouldn't want to see you ready
:o pass out after half a mile on the
treadmill. This includes the circle of
guys who seem to have an intense
love affair going on with the
L weight room and refuse to
leave the gym ... ever. You
know who you are.
After your attempted workout, you're going to realize that it's
Sunday and you haven't
done an ounce of work. Your
next thought is to hit the library, right?
Wrong.
The DiMenna-Nyselius Library turns
into Club DiMenna on Sunday evenings
— it might as well be the Grape on a
Tuesday night, except they let underclassmen in (including the one that
you're too embarrassed to tell your
friends you have a crush on). I say,
don't even bother. Whatever happened
to Sunday Funday anyway?
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"Careers in Communication"
Date: Tuesday, March 25 Location: Kelley Center Presentation Room
6:30p.m. Reception
7:00p.m. Panel Presentation
Panelists:
Sonia Baghdady '96, WTNH News Anchor
Terence McCarron '99, Senior VP North American Sales Greenfield Online
Meg Malinowski '06, Page Supervisor, Late Show with David Letterman
Erica Penta '07, ESPN
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
by Anastasia Alimaras
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If you were FUSA president for
one day, what would you do?
-*-%-

"We would change the school
colors to pink and the school
mascot to Hello Kitty."
—Nicole Namy '10 and
Ashley Momtaheni '10

"No one would be allowed to hold
doors for each other. It's getting out
ofcontrol. People start holding doors
for me while I'm 50 feet away and I
have to run to get there."
-Kevin Halligan '08
J&M-

"It's a toss up. I would either have
student appreciation day and give'
students a day off from class or hire a
stripper and have a party."
—Jackie Agoglia '08

"Eliminate FUSA altogether."

"I would get Jazzman's Cafe to
stay open later."

-Kevin Del Mauro '08

—Meaghan O'Connor '11
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FREE
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Spring into Service! Students spend their break helping communities
BY ANNA PAPACHRISTOS

Seeing the sights of Kentucky. Soaking up the sun in
Utah. Fine dining in NYC.
Sound like a dream vacation? For five groups of
Fairfield students and faculty, these were just some of the
destinations for their Spring Break volunteer vacations.
Teamed with faculty and staff leaders, students
travelled to Louisiana, Kentucky, Utah, Pennsylvania
and New York as part of Campus Ministry's "Amazing
Breaks '08" program.

the levees that broke," said James
Barry '09. "The ninth ward was mostly
cement foundations with no houses
on top. All the houses were washed
away."
"We had the pleasure of meeting
the homeowner of the last house we
worked on. He was very excited to
have us, and when he wasn't sporting
his camera recording our work, he was
toting a hammer and doing some of
the demolition himself,"
said Parker.

Appalachian renovation
In Kentucky, students stayed at the Christian Appalachian Project
campsite as members of
WorkFest. Joining with
other colleges and universities, as well as master carpenters, students
Facebook.com
worked to renovate, and
There's no place like home: Students help build a house in Appalachia.
even rebuild, the house
of a family they met.
"It becomes overwhelming how these
Nurturing the Big Apple
families welcome you into their homes as if
Members of the Urban Plunge group were assigned
they have been friends with you for years,"
said Jim Fitzpatrick, group leader and assis- different work sites in New York City every day by the
tant vice president of student services. "After Youth Service Opportunities Project, a non-profit group
a week, you realize that their lives have been dedicated to raising awareness about different societal
seared on your soul, and they will forever problems.
The week included a trip to a day care in Queens to
remain part of your Kentucky experience."
Facebook.com
take care of children whose parents are incarcerated, a food
A tall order: James Barry '09 works on demolition in a New Orleans home.
bank in the Bronx where they boxed food and a visit to a
Helping 'humanity,' one step at a time
school in Queens to talk to students about the importance
Restoring homes and community spirit
Students working with Habitat for Humanity trav- of a college education;
On the New Orleans trip, the group worked to restore eled to Pennsylvania. The group worked to drywall the
During the middle of the week, the group worked at
areas devastated by Hurricane Katrina. Partnered with a re- second floor of a new home for a woman they met when two soup kitchens — one in Brooklyn, one in Manhatligious facility called Camp Restore, students began their she cooked them dinner.
tan. According to Jenn Zocco '10, the Manhattan soup
day at 7 a.m., reporting to their assigned areas at 8 a.m. for
"One night, she just called us all to the table to eat kitchen was like a party because of its atmosphere, but it
a solid eight hours of work, said Amanda Parker '11.
with her," said group leader Joe GiJeff Seiser '10, FUS A president elect, who went on the nese, coordinator of orientation. "She
trip with Parker said: "Our mission in New Orleans was told us about her two kids, and it just
to restore homes, spirit and community for those families really put a face to what we were doaffected by Katrina. We would gut houses and get them ing because we actually got to meet
the woman who would be living here
ready to have electricity installed."
The group spent the week working on four specific someday."
houses, leaving the fifth day of the work week for a tour
"We dry walled the entire second
floor of the house, taped it and got it
of the city.
"We were able to tour the city and see the lower ninth ready for the next group to spackle,"
ward that was hit the hardest, being right below one of said Kristianna Sciarra '09. "We even
began to put up drywall downstairs
in the kitchen and on the staircase.
It was incredibly rewarding to see
our progress each day and to go
home covered in dust from drywall,
knowing that we worked as hard
and as efficiently as possible all
day long."

No 'horsing' around
Bright lights, big city, huge help: Volunteers in New York City box food while
.working
at a soup kitchen.
In Utah, students worked at the

Facebook.com

A purrr-fect companion: Alison Irving '10 working with the
cats at Best Friends Animal Sanctuary in Utah.

Best Friends Animal Sanctuary — a
new type of volunteer project that showed respect for
animals. Everyday tasks included mucking stables,
cleaning kennels and cages, and preparing food and
providing companionship for the animals in order to
get them ready for adoption.
Students worked with a variety of animals, including pigs, horses, donkeys, birds, rabbits, cats and dogs.
While some animals were victims of abuse in need of
rehabilitation, some were also suffering from extreme
illnesses.
"We spent our last day at Best Friends with the
cats," said Kristen Girard '09. "In the morning, we were
with the 'special needs' cats, cleaning every surface,
mopping floors, cleaning linens and litter boxes and
then grooming and socializing.
"After lunch we just got to socialize with the cats
in the feline Leukemia house who don't even look like
they're sick."
....

was her experience at the soup kitchen in Brooklyn that
stood out the most.
"I got to sign all the people in at the soup kitchen
in Brooklyn, so I got to meet each and every one of the
people who came in," said Zocco.
"It was the first time on the trip that I really realized
that these people are just like everyone else. They could've
been just like us a week ago and just caught a bad break.
They all have their own stories to tell," she added.
"After having participated in three trips, two domestic and one international, I cannot begin to express my
love and enthusiasm for them," said student leader Kira
Gustafson '10.
"I feel they are an important way to learn about and
experience firsthand the inherent injustices in society.
You can only walk away from these trips instilled with a
sense of passion to work toward educating and pursuing
the betterment of our society," she added.
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An Easter shout-out to my Peeps
BY SARA QUIGLEY

Peter Cottontail is not the only one
who's ready to celebrate Easter, as the
overwhelming turnout of students at the
Palm Sunday mass at the Egan Chapel
proved.
Although the number of students
present reflected the respect students
have on campus for the sacred meaning
of Easter, statistics show that Hallmark,
candy companies and Martha Stewart
still have tight control over the holiday's
celebration.
In the Christian religious tradition,
Easter marks the resurrection of Jesus
after his crucifixion; for many of us, it
also means indulging in whatever junk
food, bad habits or curses we so reverently gave up for Lent.
This might explain why Americans
spent $1.98 billion on Easter candy last
year, making Easter the second-biggest
holiday for candy sales, following
closely behind Halloween, which brings
in about $2 billion, according to the National Confectioners Association.
Peeps, the candy canes of Easter,
once took 27 hours to make, yet their
popularity called for an improved form
of production. It now takes six minutes to
make one of these marshmallow treats.
It's a good thing the production was
changed because each year, Americans
buy over 700 million Peeps, making
them the most popular non-chocolate
Easter candy, according to Infoplease.
com.
Like Santa Claus to Christmas, the
Easter Bunny is a figure that has evolved
out of a religious story and has come to

Dare to dye?

epitomize the holiday for young boys on broomsticks to
and girls.
church towers in
The word "Easter" evolved from Sweden on Easter
the name Eostre, the Germanic goddess Eve, and children
of spring and renewal. Bunnies, who are visit neighbors
known to reproduce at a rapid rate, were dressed in cosicons of fertility in ancient Egyptian tumes exchangtimes. Along with eggs, bunnies became ing Easter
symbols of rebirth and new life, since cards for
PhotosfromAmazon.com
this, too, is what Jesus' resurrection a piece of
symbolizes for Christians.
candy or a coin, according to Sweden's LuAmericans buy over 600 million lea University of Technology Web site.
eggs in March and April, according to
Sometimes, however, it's best to
About.com. Most of these are decorated stick to what you know, and according to
in a tradition that spawns from that of the the numbers, for Americans that means
Persians, who dyed eggs red to celebrate a basket full of candy. So indulge, and
spring — a practice dating back to 3000 don't forget to thank Hallmark and the
B.C. The Germans introduced the Easter candy companies for making it accepttradition of egg decorating to the United able.
States in the 1700s.
Here are some interesting facts
While many holidays are now about the Easter candy industry, acviewed as creations of the greeting card cording to the National Confectioners
industry, Easter actually falls in fourth Association:
place as the most popular seasonal
card-giving occasion. Ahead of it are
• If each of the 16 billion jelly beans
Christmas, Valentine's Day and Mother's
purchased for the holiday were
Day, according to About.com.
lined up tip-to-tip, they would cirFor those of you looking to celebrate
cle the globe nearly three times.
Easter in ways other than the traditional
• Ninety million chocolate Easter
egg hunt, you can spend the day like the
bunnies are produced each year.
Norwegians and read a detective novel
• According to an online poll of apor crime thriller. Folklore professors at #
proximately 18,000 Americans,
the Institute for Cultural Studies at the
76 percent said chocolate bunnies
University of Oslo believe the tradishould be eaten ears first, while
tion of reading about crimes on Easter
only 4 percent said they eat the
may be a way of observing the nature
tail first.
of Christ's violent death, according to
• Yellow Peeps are the most popular
Infoplease.com.
of the sugary treats; white is the
If you're not much of a reader, you
least favorite.
could try celebrating like the Swedish
• The number of Peeps eaten at
do, in a fashion similar to our Halloween
Easter could circle the globe more
traditions. Witches are thought to fly
than once.

0
t

The Easter egg has become a
ubiquitous symbol of the holiday,
despite the obvious problem that
rabbits don't lay eggs. Clearly, the
Easter Bunny is an egg-stealing
bad-ass. Either way, the egg has
been a popular Easter symbol for
centuries.
Want to color your own eggs?
Here are some easy-to-follow
instructions.
Before dyeing the eggs, they
need to be hardboiled — an easy
task to do at home or in dorm
kitchens that takes nine minutes.
Try decorating your eggs
with crayons before dyeing them,
which will repel the dye. You can
also drip melted wax on the eggs,
which will serve the same purpose but can be scraped off after
dyeing for more fun designs. Or,
simply use rubber bands to create
designs.
Make your own dye with
1/2-1 tablespoon of any food coloring, mixed with 2 tablespoons
of white vinegar in a cup filled
halfway with water.
To make your eggs' color
marbled, just add 1 tbsp of oil to
the mixture. Before dropping the
egg in, stir it up quickly.
Egg dyeing can be a messy
operation, but have fun with it!
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Start it up
Women's lacrosse kicks offseason with four straight wins

Let the
'madness' begin
BY DAN STANCZYK

Peter Caty/The Mirror

Spinning away: Rebecca White '09 and the Stags are on pace to set a school record for wins in a season after defeating Mount St. Mary's and improving to 4-1.
BY TOM CLEARY

Five games into
the season, the women's lacrosse team is
off to its best start in
school history.
The Stags have
been competitive in
every game this season, including a 9-8
loss to No. 13 Yale
in the season opener.
Fairfield moved
into 38th place in
the LaxPower poll
after a 13-9 win over
Mount St. Mary's on
Saturday.
Freshman Kristen Coleman, who
has twice been named
the MAAC player of
the week — once on
offense and once on
defense — continued
her strong play with
a five-point performance.
Coleman now
has a team-leading
16 goals and 20
points on the season.
Through four games,
Coleman was ranked
22nd in the country
and second in the
MAAC in goals per
game, with 3.25.
Head Coach
Beth Loffredo '06
holds the Fairfield
rookie-record for
goals, scoring 47

Coleman has not ca White '09 scored Carolina Madrak,
only been a threat twice more to seal the Defensive Player.
on the offensive end victory.
The Stags play
of the field. She is
Fairfield swept Lehigh at home on
fifth in the nation the weekly awards, Wednesday afternoon
in turnovers caused with Coleman win- at 4 p.m.
per game, forcing ning Rookie of the
Visit www.fairan average of 2.75 a Week, Rigby, Of- fieldmirror.com for
contest.
fensive Player and results.
Against
Mount St.
Mary's, the Stags
1
; WANT MORE WOMEN'S ; started slowly,
LACROSSE?
allowing two
SEE p. 11
early goals. But
How this year's
team ranks in the
Fairfield struck
j
success.
back quickly,
program's 11 years of existence:
Chatnik ranked taking a 3-2 lead
seventh in the coun- on back-to-back
try in goals against goals by Erin
average after four Rigby '10 in a
2008: Started 4-1
games, with a 7.75 15-second span.
Best start in team history
average.
After
Last season, Mount evened
Chatnik was a mem- the score, Cris2006: Started 3-2, Finished 7-10
ber of the All-MAAC tin Lucena '09
Previously fastest start
First Team. She has put Fairfield
moved into third all- back ahead,
2002: Started 0-5, Finished 9-8
time in the school's 4-3.
Team-high, eight-game winning streak
wins list, with 16,
In
the
only two shy from second half,
the record co-held by Mount tied the
2001: Started 2-3, Finished 10-7
Kandiss Kulp '00 and game at five,
Team record for wins in a season
Monica Janowitz '04. but Fairfield
Mary Vallely scored four un1999: Started 2-3, Finished 8-8
'08, was the MAAC answered goals
Defensive Player of to pull away.
First undefeated MAAC season (6-0)
the Year and is again
Mount cut
leading the defense in the lead back
1997: Started 2-3, Finished 7down to three
front of Chatnik.
Prr)prflfw'? first KPnvnvt
Vallely has 10 with 12:50 reground ball pick-ups maining in the
and a team-high nine game, but Colecaused turnovers.
man and Rebecen route to MAAC
Rookie of the Year
honors in 2003.
While Coleman has made an
immediate impact
on the Stags, junior
goalkeeper Lauren
Chatnik has also been
a key to their early

EST OF ALL-TIM

Now that the brackets have been released, our nation has
officially gone into a state of madness.
"March Madness is what I look forward to every year,"
said Craig Cherpock '08. "It's the most exciting two weeks in
sports."
The buzz created by the win-or-go-home, 65-team tournament leads to a major decrease in the productivity of the
American workforce as well as rampant illegal gambling,
mainly in the form of office pools.
According to a March 2007 issue of The BG News, Challenger, Gray & Christmas, Inc., a consulting firm, estimated
that American businesses lost $3.8 billion in productivity due
to March Madness last year.
Many office pools are not only fun for the participants, but
also financially rewarding for the organizations in charge.
According to a March 2007 issue of The Tufts Daily,
the Council on Compulsive Gambling of New Jersey, Inc.,
estimated that more than $4 billion would be spent on March
Madness betting last year, and expected that $1.3 billion of
that would be spent online.
Online access to the NCAA men's tournament bracket is
now even easier. For the second year, Facebook will allow its
users to start or join tournament groups with their friends. All
it takes to fill out a bracket is a few clicks of the mouse. This
year they have officially partnered with CBS. This partnership
essentially facilitates gambling, especially among college students who are obsessed with the social networking site.
"This way I don't have to collect all the brackets and keep
them safe. I can just look online," said Cherpock* who has
organized a pool among his friends for the past three^years.
"Usually I just have one pool, but since it's online now I plan
on joining several because it gives me the chance to be a little
riskier in a few of them if the stakes are lower."
College students, particularly males, participate in gambling at a rate much higher than other demographic. This is a
cause for concern for Dean of Students Tom Pellegrino.
"There are many factors at play here, but some of
this is due to the increased prevalence of Internet
^^
gambling," he said. "While the trend seems to
suggest that problematic behaviors at the indiFOUR
vidual level will subside in a majority
of cases over time, the immediate
impact that the behavior can have
on finances, academic performance,
stress, relationships, etc., can be lasting."
Many students said that gambling on the fy&p
NCAA Tournament is not a big deal.
"I don't really see what the issue is," said Stephanie
Ambrose '10. "I would enjoy going in on a pool for a little
friendly competition."
Bill Hill '08 said, "These old gambling laws may be outdated and need to be re-evaluated to meet modern culture."
However, those laws and regulations are still on the books
and they have led to serious ramifications for some.
In 2003, Rick Neuheisel, former head football coach at
the University of Washington, was fired for his involvement in
a neighborhood pool. The fact that Neuheisel was the football
coach and had no bearing on the basketball program left some
people scratching their heads.
"Maybe if it is within your own sport, then I could see it
being illegal," said Ambrose, who is a member of the women's
soccer team. "I can't affect the outcome of games."
Students will undoubtedly continue to put money on their
brackets, and Fairfield administrators will take appropriate
action if such activity is brought to their attention.
"Fairfield University policy prohibits illegal gambling,
and we look to address issues on a case-by-case basis," said
Pellegrino. "Connecticut law proscribes certain behavior, and
we follow those mandates along with any applicable federal
regulations."
Despite the potential for negative consequences, both in
business and by law enforcement, it appears that the buzz is
just too much to turn away from March Madness.
"Loss of job productivity is an ever rising concern in
today's global economy, where high marginal labor outputs
have become essential to success," said Hill. "However, college
sports are far more important."
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